
 
 
• BINGO is played every Tuesday evening at the New Berlin American Legion beginning at 6:30 pm.  
           Proceeds benefit New Berlin Little League Baseball and the New Berlin Recreational Park. 
• New Berlin Fire Company meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm at the Fire Hall. 
• New Berlin Borough Council meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm at 700 Water Street. 
• New Berlin Lions Club meets the third Monday of the month at 6:00 pm at the Firemen’s Social Hall for 
           dinner, business meeting, and program; no regular meetings in July and August. 
 

June 
Saturday, June 9. Strawberry Festival: 5 pm until 8 pm on the lawn between the UCC and Lutheran Churches. 
Sunday, June 17. Firemen’s Father’s Day Dinner: serving chicken and waffles from 11:00 am until 1:30 pm at the  
 Firemen’s Social Hall. 
Thursday, June 21. A community fitness night entitled “It’s OK to have a FIT!” Gathering at 7 pm at the post office. 
Tuesday, June 26 through Saturday, June 30. New Berlin Firemen’s Carnival. Thursday night is parade night! 
 

July 
Sunday, July 1. Community Worship Service: 10:30 am at the creekside picnic pavilion behind The American Legion. 
Wednesday, July 4. Annual New Berlin Independence Day Celebration with fireworks display. 
Saturday, July 7. Rain date for fireworks display. 
 

August 
Saturday, August 4. New Berlin Community Yard Sales. 
Saturday, August 25. 37th Annual New Berlin Day! 
 

Church Calendar 
Emanuel United Church of Christ, 326 Market Street. Sunday worship at 9:00 am, followed by Sunday School. 
Emanuel United Methodist, Plum at High. Sunday worship at 10:15 am, preceded by Sunday School at 9:00 am.  
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran, 308 Market Street. Sunday worship at 9:00 am, followed by Sunday School. 

New Berlin Calendar of Events...in brief—2007 

New Berlin Firemen’s Carnival 
June 26th through June 30th 
 
Held annually for many years, the Firemen’s Carnival is as much a social 
event as a fundraiser. The Fire Department staffs game stands (including 
bingo) and a variety of foods: soda, fish sandwiches, French fries, hot dogs 
(different evenings will find special adornments, including chili and  
sauerkraut) and hamburgers (with or without cheese), soups (homemade,  
of course), ham sandwiches, fruit cup and a varying platter menu 
nightly: Tuesday, chicken & ham pot pie; Wednesday, turkey dinner with all the trimmings; Thursday, chicken 
& beef pot pie; Friday, fish with macaroni & cheese and stewed tomatoes; Saturday, chicken & waffles.  All  
meals in the platter stand are served family style and begin at 4:30pm;Thursday begins at 4:00pm. Don’t overlook 
the Ladies Auxiliary’s hot sausage sandwiches and their spins on the cake wheel. The New Berlin Lions Club sells  
hand-dipped ice cream and milkshakes, from which they are able to raise funds for their own projects and  
provide generous support to the Fire Department for use of the facility. On Thursday evening at 7pm, the annual 
Firemen's Parade begins at the SUN Area Career and Technology Center, traveling west on Market Street, north  
on Walnut Street and east on High Street to end at the firehouse.   
 

Free nightly entertainment!      Tuesday, “Black Mountain Jack” 7 pm -10 pm           Wednesday, “Gospel Bond” 7 pm -10 pm            
Thursday, “Lucky Afternoon” 8 pm -12 midnight           Friday, “Johnny Jolin Band” 7 pm -10pm            

Saturday, “Chance” 7 pm-10 pm            



Building Was Raised, Not Razed...Save-the-Date 
New Berlin's Community Center (at the corner of High and Vine) will 
celebrate its rededication, after extensive restoration, with an Open House 
on Sunday, August 19th, 2007. Becky Mapes will be orchestrating this 
event as part of her Girl Scout Silver Award.  Plan on this afternoon event 
to be a festive time when we coordinate this re-opening with a few speak-
ers, a few refreshments and with a "volunteer fair" complete with booths 
hosted by the service and church organizations in town. 
 

If this building is deemed to be our CENTER, then we can think of our 
town organizations radiating from this center as vital contributors to  
keeping us moving/progressing/making a difference.  The catch is that these 
organizations need us; they all need additional volunteers/members. The 
secondary focus of this event is, therefore, to provide an opportunity where 
we can be matched to fulfill these needs. Much more later!  

Citizen Spotlight...Kathy Brady, Postmaster 
 

Our stamp of approval this month is delivered to Kathy Brady, postmaster  
extraordinaire replete with patience galore, expertise galore, and humor surrounding it 
all. (And, please note that it IS correct to refer to her as our postmaster, not our post— 
mistress.) With most residents seeing Kathy almost daily (except perhaps a couple we 
know who lives on a corner in town VERY near the post office and collects their mail 
only once a week and has even missed a party or two because of this... but  it’s not 
Kathy’s fault), we felt that it was time to know this lady when she isn't wearing that     
official government uniform.  
 

Kathy and her husband Grant live up the hill a piece at the corner of Vine and Motter 
where they are empty-nesters now that their son Nolan resides in Annapolis and their 
daughter Sally and son-in-law Trevor live about two hours away. However, their house 
won't be tranquil for long as they anticipate visits from grand-daughter Madison Snow 
Gilotti due to arrive in this world in about six weeks. (Much flurry of activity lately with 
Kathy creating a personalized lullaby CD for baby shower guests and a crocheted blanket 

for this baby...and she's still awake and ready to change our mail by 7:30 am.) Additional loves extend to trips to Canada 
enhanced with kayaking and sailing adventures. (Some folks can attest to her slight timidity of the ripples in Penns Creek 
while kayaking when she can be listing on a sailboat in the ocean without a worry.  Go figgur!) And we can't continue 
without emphasizing Kathy's commitment to Messiah Lutheran Church, including its choir. 
 

Kathy absorbs a wealth of information on this town and its inhabitants and is our valuable, personal reference source. 
(Remember when it also used to be Showers Store?) Suffice it to say that it's smooth sailing for all of us with Kathy at our 
helm at the corner of Vine and Market...and we just wanted to extend our appreciation!  

 

 

It's a Piece of Cake 
 

...compared to fighting fires!  The New Berlin Fire Company's Ladies Auxiliary is actively requesting everyone in this town 
with an oven to bake his or her  specialty for the Carnival's cake wheel. Seriously, BAKE IT AND THEY WILL COME! 

That's the word: several hundred cakes are sold as soon as they are brought to the stand. (Donated uncut watermelons and 
cantaloupes are sold at this time, too.) Deliver cakes and melons to the fireman's field any night after 5 pm, Tuesday,         

June 26th through Saturday, June 30th OR contact Loren (966-9196) or Mim (966-1152) for pick-up of items.                    
Please help benefit our fireman...and we'll report the grand total cake sales in the August Herald.  



It's OK To Have a "FIT"! 
 

We're encouraging New Berliners of all ages who are available on Thursday evening,  
June 21, 2007 at 7:00 pm to gather in front of the New Berlin post office. See where you 
can FIT in with the FIT-ness options located right here in our community. Brian 
(Mifflinburg Middle School Physical Education Teacher) and Jeanine Fee (Evangelical  
Community Hospital Physical Therapist) will lead a one-half hour walk around town with 
Jeanine leading the charge with the brisker walkers and Brian setting a softer pace. After this 
thirty minute warm-up, we will convene at The Integral Yoga Center (across the street from 
the bank) where we will enter Sudharman's tranquil environment. Please note that shoes will 
be removed before entering the class area. After sharing a quick summary (ten minutes-ish) of 
the basics of yoga and what the New Berlin Center has to offer, Sudharman will guide us in a 

few poses to maintain our FIT-ness. (Let us emphasize that a flexible body is NOT a prerequisite for yoga, only a  
flexible attitude and a desire to be more health-filled.) No later than 8:00 pm, we will leave the yoga center and cross the 
street to experience Karen and Robert Hicks recently renovated Ballet Center at New Berlin located on the second 
floor of the small building to the rear of their home. Karen's former career as a professional ballerina--and as a director of 
her own studios prior to moving to New Berlin less than a year ago-- bodes well for our community! Classes are now  
forming for children of all ages as well as for adults, including a ladies stretch class. You've gotta meet these folks and  
visit their workplaces! 
 
Just a note that if we experience inclement weather that would preclude our walk, we will still meet at the yoga center at 
7:30 pm and then proceed to the ballet studio at 8:00 pm. No excuses, please...just remember to have a FIT with 
us on Thursday, June 21, 2007!  

Let the Chips Fall  
Where They May 

 
Literally, eat those chips and let the crumbs fall. It just doesn't 
matter in the summertime. Translated, this is a commercial for 
any semi-ambitious soul(s) in each section of New Berlin to   
organize a block party between now and September. Vista 
Heights has paved the way! Define your own block or   
neighborhood...Kathy & DJ Mapes are joining with John and 
Nancy Showers to throw a High Street block party. It's almost  
as simple as choosing a location, then a time and date, then a 
theme (which can be "no theme").  
 
Make it a pot luck or a simple hot dog roast. Backyard softball, 
badminton, croquet? Even a silly summertime spelling bee including such tricky words as badminton...which only      
spellcheck saved for this blurb! How about picnicking which indeed requires the "k"? How about the game of 
20*Questions to get to better know the "chips" off—or "on"--your own block. Make sure that you include folks that you 
essentially do not know...yet! Please report your experiences to John and Nancy Showers and a sequel will be posted in 
the fall issue of THE HERALD.   



www.NewBerlinPA.com 
Easy access to New Berlin Borough and other related New Berlin websites is found in www.NewBerlinPA.com under the  
tab “About New Berlin.” This website is maintained by the New Berlin Activities Committee to promote New Berlin Day. 

Also, you will find listed here information about The Herald, driving directions to New Berlin, and our weather. 

Fourth of July fun*D 
 

Set aside Wednesday, July 4th, 2007 for f*u*n, but actually the D  is the critical part of 
the day: WE NEED funDs to make this day the success that it has enjoyed in the past. 
Forty-two hundred dollars ($4200)---that's the annual cost and that's what we need for 
the day to "end with a bAnG, not a whimper"! 
 

New Berlin has earned a wide reputation for its fireworks display and, to continue this 
tradition of reaching out in celebration to the community at large, we need the         
donation (“D”) buckets on the evening of the Fourth to be generously laden.  
 

**Independence Day details: The many activities and food options can be found in a   
   brochure distributed to the bank, post office, DJ's, The Inn, and OIC; info can also be found online on the  
   New Berlin Borough website.  
**Donations buckets will be located later this week at the bank, DJ’s, and OIC. “D” buckets will be available on   
   July 4th creekside at the head of Hazel & Plum Streets, The American Legion, DJ's, and even across the creek. 
**Fireworks: 10 pm on the Fourth with a rain date of Saturday, July 7th, 2007. 
**Spread the word to COME EARLY: our one-lane bridge portends a delay factor this year! 
**Parking: there will be additional parking across the creek at the Hackenburg Farm where there will  
   be—remember—a “D” bucket as well! 

Strawberry Fields Forever? 
 

The Beatles were WRONG! Pennsylvania’s strawberry                 
season is prime in June only. Celebrate this harvest during          
New Berlin's 2nd Annual Strawberry Festival to be held            
this Saturday, June 9th, in the grassy area between the             
UCC and Lutheran churches. Set-up is @ 4 pm with this          
event running from 5 pm—8 pm. Strawberry items to enjoy on site,  
strawberry items for sale (for delayed consumption), accessory food 
and drinks such as hot dogs and sodas...all are complemented with 
children's games and general chat*time within the neighborhood. 
For this affair, gather whether the weather be fair or un-fair.   
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New Berlin past & present...Market at Plum Streets 

Order Form for New Berlin Day Heritage Association Memorabilia 
 

Since the inception of New Berlin Heritage Day in the summer of 1971, The New Berlin Heritage Association has       
annually produced New Berlin historical memorabilia for sale in conjunction with New Berlin Day. Over the years,  
The Association has offered replica Naugle tinware cookie cutters, wooden miniature block buildings, and the Heritage 
Booklet (among other items). Please note: there will be no 2007 edition of the cookie cutter. 
 

Heritage Booklet — On the reverse side of this page, you will find a reprint of an article written for (and published in) an 
earlier edition of The New Berlin Heritage Booklet. The booklet not only contains articles about New Berlin’s past, but 
also includes features about life in current New Berlin to establish a historical record of today. The Heritage Association 
needs your financial sponsorship to continue this scholarly record of New Berlin’s history. We invite you to purchase 
your copy in advance, thus becoming listed as a sponsor of this historical treasure. Sponsorship listings are sold for $6.00 
and all sponsors receive a reserved personal copy. 
 

Wooden Miniature Building — This year, we are producing in miniature The IOOF (Independent Order of Odd  
Fellows) Building of Market Street or what more folks in town today would know as the three story brick education  
building of the Emmanuel United Church of Christ. This building was erected in 1882 by Charles Seebold on his return 
to his native New Berlin after having made a business fortune in Baltimore. The building miniature sells for $16 and may  
be ordered and reserved in advance.  
 

Heritage Association Memberships — Heritage Association memberships are a bargain at $6 annually or a lifetime  
membership at $75.  
 

Ordering Information — Please send sponsorship and order form (with payment) to The New Berlin Heritage              
Association, P.O. Box 223, New Berlin, PA  17855-0223, or it may be given to Martha Hockenberry. 
 

Pick-Up of Items — Advanced purchases my be picked up at The Heritage Museum on Thursday, August 23, 2007 from 
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, or at the Gazebo on New Berlin Day. 
 
Booklet Sponsorship (Name/s) _______________________________________________________[     ] x $6 = ______ 
 

Wooden Miniature IOOF Building                                                                                                [     ] x $16 = _____ 
 

Annual Membership 2007                                                                                                                 [     ] x $6 = _____ 
 

Lifetime Membership                                                                                                                       [     ] x $75 = _____ 
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                              Total     ______ 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________Telephone______________  
& Signature. Thank you.  
 
Cookie cutters, building miniatures, and booklets from many previous years will be on sale on New Berlin Day. 



In The Beginning 

An excerpt from a New Berlin Heritage Booklet article on the early years of New Berlin written                                        
by James R. Ritter in 1983, and reprinted in “A Bicentennial History, New Berlin, PA 1792-1992.” 

 
Approximately ten miles west of the juncture where the Kaarondinhoh (Indian name for Penns Creek) enters the 
Otzinachson (Indian name for the West Branch of the Susquehanna River), there were 226 acres of land on the 
north side of Penns Creek known as "Alba Julia." 
 
In 1769 New Berlin, or "Alba Julia", was in Buffalo Township, Northumberland County. Union County was 
not formed until 1813. George Albright, in his 1769 application No. 880, requested 300 acres of land       
situated along Penns Creek in Buffalo Township, Northumberland County. Although Albright's parcel of 
land was only 226 acres and 25 perches, not the 300 acres he requested, George Albright accepted this land  
as a proprietary patent which bore the date July 8, 1774. 
 
Unfortunately, the following year the battles at Lexington and Concord occurred, and the American War of 
Independence was underway. The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776, and by 1778 the 
Great Runway occurred, where the majority of people in Union County fled for their lives as the Indians 
came through the valleys killing some people at Dry Valley. The Revolution was not over until 1783, after 
which people started once again to come back to the area. During this whole period, George Albright could 
do nothing with his land but hold it. 
 
In 1787, George Albright, who was living in Heidelberg Township, Lancaster County, found a buyer for this 
land. George Long, of Cocalico Township, Lancaster County bought the land for two hundred and fifty 
pounds on April 28, 1788. This sum that George Long paid was the English currency of the state; today it is 
worth $325. A good profit, since Albright got the land free. When George Albright signed the deed he made 
an "X", indicating that he could neither read nor write, which was not unusual for this time. When George 
Albright obtained the land in 1774, it was part of an English colony; when he sold the land fourteen years 
later, it was part of America, as the Constitution was signed in 1787. One year after George Long bought the 
land, George Washington was elected President in 1789. 
 
From the time George Long bought the land, he was busy laying out a town, and by 1793 he had a town plan 
which consisted only of the land between Penns Creek and Church Alley. The first lots were purchased by 
two people on January 18, 1798; one was John Mitchel of Buffalo Township, Northumberland County, who 
paid nine pounds for Lot No. 51 (this would be equal to $12 of today's money). The other man, Adam      
Sneider (Snyder) of Heidelberg Township in Berks County, paid five pounds, five shillings for Lot No. 53 
(this would be equivalent to $7 at today's prices). Which of these two gentlemen was the first to buy a lot in 
the town of New Berlin we have no way of knowing. In the "Annals of Buffalo Valley" by John Blair Linn, it 
states that Adam Snyder was the first to buy a lot. Adam Snyder was a land speculator and never became a 
resident of New Berlin. I would like to think it was John Mitchel, who was one of the first residents of New 
Berlin. It is not surprising that in 1793, six years after America was formed, the lots were being bought with 
English pounds. The English pound was the official currency of Pennsylvania ever since William Penn was 
given the land comprising the state in 1681. America had no currency of its own until 1793, and then it was 
only  pennies.  

 

New Berlin History Lesson 


